communities received some kind of service from the Traveling Library 
during March, and every one of the counties was represented in this 
service. Some counties received more than others. For example, 69 
requests came from Dane County, which again illustrates a point 
county librarians like to make, and that is that easy availability 
insures greater use of the library. When I speak of a request in 
any kind of measure of reporting, I mean a piece of correspondence 
received, which may involve as many as 4 reference questions, half 

a dozen books requested by author or title, and even a special col- 
lection of some kind. Iowa County not too far away, was next on 
the list after Dane County, with bf letters asking For various kinds 
of services. The least service was given to Lincoln County. = 

3 inquiries for assistance came from Lincoln County, 2 from a public 
library and 1 froma school. A total of 1,609 inquiries for service 
came to the Traveling Library during the month of March, Included 
in that total were more than 1,000 reference requests, 2,500 author- 
title requests, 222 requests for school collections, and 20 requests 
for public library fixed collections. That gives you a little 
picture of the over-all service. 


The Wisconsin Statutes charge us with certain responsibilities. 
It is not news to you to hear that we consider, as the law wishes 
us to, that service to public libraries is our first priority. We 
have made every possible effort in planning our program to allow 
adequate time to give that service to public libraries. An outline 
of the extent of Traveling Library service, the kind of service 
given, and the policy for service in each case will help you to 
understand our mutual problems. 


I. Public Libraries 
A. Extent of Service 





Two hundred forty-three public libraries were served in 
1952-53. A spot check in October 1953 showed 125 public 
libraries using Traveling Library service in that month. 
A spot check in March 1954 showed 149 public libraries 
using Traveling Library service in that month. 


B. Kind of Service 





1. An extremely important service to libraries is the 
reference service (use of University libraries and 
other State department libraries made available), 
author-title book loans (4-week), the plays for group 
reading, and the reserve books for special programs. 
Statistics show that reference service increased over 
the past year, and at the same time there was a drop 
in requests for individual titles. During the year, 
March 1953-March 1954, each month has shown an increase. 
At the end of March 1954, the total increase was 1,293. 
At the same time, author-title service has fallen off 
2,779. This may have some connection with our all-out 
effort to get individuals in Wisconsin communities to 
use local libraries. Other statistics indicate that _ 
this conclusion has validity. Mail circulation to indi- 
viduals has fallen off 1,614, while mail circulation to 
ew libraries over the same period increased ty 217. 

irculation to desk patrons has fallen off by 5,415. 








C. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


8. 


112 


Co-operation with other consultants in every area of 
their work where possible is another important part 
of our service to public libraries. 


a. Material for bookmobile demonstrations in an area 
or a city is selected and furnished. 


b. Basic titles are selected and loaned to a new li- 
brary in a community. 


ce Book-selection materials are sent where needed, 
when consultants ask that they be sent. 


State Documents packets for 27 depository libraries are 
prepared. 


Other packets of subject book lists and information on 
various subjects are prepared. 


Recordings and films (on library subjects) are loaned. 


The Traveling Library will make a spot check of service 
in your county if it will help you to Iknow what service 
is needed. 


Collections of books, especially juvenile books for 
summer months, are available. ibraries pay postage 
both ways. 


Members of the staff of the Traveling Library and 
aye Department prepare the WISCONSIN LIBRARY 
BULLETIN. 


Policy of Service 





1. 


The yet 5 Library prefers to serve all individuals 
in a community through the local library. This is 
achieved most satisfactorily in séveral wayss 





ae Ideally, everyone in the community comes to the 
public library for service and never writes the 
Traveling Library. The public library asks the 
Traveling Library. 


b. The next best system is used to save time. Mr. J. 
writes the Traveling Library for material. The 
Traveling Library has the understanding with some 
public libraries that the Traveling Library will 
send Mr. J.'s material to the local library for 
him, Local librarians will see that Mr. J. gets 
the material and that it is returned to the Travel- 
ing Library. Next time he will come to the local 
library and probably will find what he needs as 
he could have the first time. OR 


ce Local libraries prefer that we retum Mr. J.'s re- 
quest to him with a letter which we have for that 
purpose--it — why we prefer to have him 
use the local library directly. We also notify 
the local library of his request to us. Obviously, 
then, it is up to the local library. We have sen 
no material at all, 


2. 


3. 


4. 
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d. There are some public libraries which prefer to have 
the Traveling Library carry on a service to individ- 
uals in their communities. They ask that the indi- 
vidual write the ter Library directly and that 
the Traveling Library send material directly to the 
individual patron, ere libraries are open only a 
few hours, the librarian feels she is acting wisely 
for the benefit of the individual. That's another 
case where the librarian has to let her conscience 
be her guide. We still feel the librarian should 
take some responsibility for these requests. What 
would your suggestion be? ee 





e. A county system demands a special plan. The one we 
think most strengthening to local service in county 
systems is this: A1l requests are sent through the 
county library to the Traveling Library, and the 
county librarian has made this know to station 
custodians, schools, and individuals to such an 
extent that the Traveling Library will rarely get 
an outside request from the county. If a coun 
librarian sends a request that might be filled more 
rapidly if the material were sent directly to her 
patron, she can inform the Traveling Library to do 
so. The county librarian has had the opportunity 
of filling that request and using local material. 

We would like to follow this policy for pay” county- 
library system, but the librarian will need to make 
it clear to her station or unit librarians and 
residents of her county what she is willing to do 

and to inform the Traveling Library what she expects 
it to do. This is a very important part of Travel- 
ing Library policy planning. It is something we 
need to be in complete understanding about. We 

don't want you to think that we are trying to take 
your work away from you or that we are trying to 
shirk our duty. We want” to promote better local 
service. 
SS 





The Traveling Library makes 4-week loans. Renewals are 
— but the Traveling Library prefers that renewals 
e requested only for research or study materials. Re- 
uests for renewals should be on a separate card, with 
dre-date dues the author, andthe Titre piven Wo reply 

can be sén is rule is no Owed. do not 


have the clerical staff to follow up on scattered in- 
formation, 


Reserves are made on plays for group-reading programs 
and for special titles to be used in program reviews, 
etc. There are no other reserves. 


All study material for special-subject fields is care- 
fully searched for in the University libraries, the 
Medical Library, and the Bureau of Information and 
Program Services if the Traveling er eg | does not own 
it. We cannot do this for fiction of a light nature. 
The University libraries are visited by Traveling Li- 
brary staff, There is telephone service between the 
Traveling Library and the Bureau of Information and 
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Program Services twice a day. Other State department 
libraries or resources are checked when a request 
indicates it would be helpful. 


5. Outgoing postage is paid by the Traveling Library on 
all yard loans. The patron pays return postage. The 


patron pays postage both ways on all loans of 8 weeks 
or more. 


6. Rules for use of recordings must be observed. (You 
received them with a list of new recordings in the last 
Traveling Library packet.) 


Service to State Departments--Our Second Priority 


Ae 


Be 


Extent of Service 





Six hundred twenty-five state employees used the service. 
Eighteen departments have availed themselves of some form 
of service: several divisions of the State Board of Health, 
including the Bureau of Maternal and Child Care; several 
divisions of the Public Welfare Department, including the 
Division for Children and Youth, the Division of Public 
Assistance, and the Bureau of Probation and Parole; the 
Conservation Department; the Motor Vehicle Department; the 
Highway Department; the Bureau of Personnel; the Bureau of 
Purchases; the Bureau of Budget and Accounts; the Wisconsin 
State Employment Service; the State Department of Agriculture; 
the Governor's Commission on Human Rights; the Planning 
Division; the Public Service Commission; the State Board of 
Vocational and Adult Education; the Law Library; the State 
Department of Nurses; the Department of Public Instruction; 
and Retirement. 


Kind of Service 





1. Reference service specifically applied to departmental 
needs is given. 


2. Books which other department staff workers are recommend- 
ing in their work out in the State are purchased. 


3. The Traveling Library review titles are read by quali- 
fied staff members in other departments, and information 
about those books is available in the WISOONSIN LIBRARY 
BULLETIN. 


4. Interlibrary loans from other states and the Library of 
Congress are arranged for staff members of other depart- 
ments. 


5. Bibliographies on special subjects are prepared. 


6. Exhibits of books on special subjects for meetings of 
laymen and for in-service training programs are ar- 
ranged. 


7. Librarians and individuals in the State are told of 
other department services. 


8. Some hook purchasing is done for other departments. 


C. 


D. 


115 


9. A quarterly, BULLETIN TO STATE DEPARTMENTS, is prepared, 
with annotated book lists on pertinent subjects. 


10. Specific example: In a two-day period, six different 
departments asked for assistance in finding information 
on how to prepare a manual on public relations, ideas 
for introducing a a wr #4 the importance of public re- 
lations principles to field workers, adult education in 
church programs, audio-visual teaching methods, and 
special book collections for a State penal institution. 


Policy of Service 





1. Unlimited service is given as far as budget and time 
permit. 


2. Priority is oe to requests for information pertinent 
to department business over general individual requests. 


Co-operation With State Departments 





To further explain our work with State departments and, in 
addition, state-wide organizations doing work that is 
closely related to the work of some State departments, I 
would like to tell you about some special projects on which 
the Traveling Library has co-operated. I ioation these be= 
cause they are the kind of projects that can begin on a 
state level and can be continued by public libraries on a 
local level. Since I mention the preparation of bibliogra- 
phies and book lists for other departments or in co-opera- 
tion with other departments, I want to call to your atten- 
tion one special point in their preparation. If the Travel- 
ing Library prepares a list that another department will 
circulate to its personnel, we urge that department to 
recommend the use of local libraries first and Traveling 


Library use through the local library. Needless to say, 
our own lists bear this ear S Kind or ni note also. 


1. A department which we have worked with in many be in 
the past 3 years is the State Board of Public Health. 


a. Bureau of Maternal and Child Care: 


We prepared special reading lists. "Family Fun 
Books" (for their . Day NEWS LETTER) was sent 

to their personnel throughout the State. We will 

be sending the list to you. We gave them assistance 
in the preparation of bibliographies for their 
manuals which are used in classes in child care, 
prenatal care, etc. 


be Health Education: 


We gave assistance in the preparation of their 
recommended lists on sex education. 


2. We have worked with various divisions of the Welfare 
Department. 


a. Division of Probation and Parole: 








be 


Ce 
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The Traveling Library has furnished packets of books 
to the 5 districts in the State for their in-service 
training program. It has also prepared a bibliography 
of materials for their in-service training program. 


Public Assistance: 


A new staff member is now working with the 33 coun 
homes in the State. A collection of recreation books 
was prepared for him to car with him on his visits 
to the county homes. We will also make them avail- 
able where no public-library service is given. We 
are now preparing a book list on recreation for this 
uSee 


Division of Children and Youth: 


Two lists were prepared for them to use in their 

youth conferences in the State. One list was for 

youth, the other for adults working with youth. You 

rine fing these in one of our packet mailings to li- 
raries. 


University Hospitals: 


The Traveling Library prepared a sheet entitled 
"Diet Information for Patient Use." This is for 
libraries only and was sent to og in the last 
packet mailing. Patients come to the ey 
Hospitals from the entire State, and they go bac 
to your communities and try to resume a life re- 
stricted in some cases by diet. These titles are 
recommended by the dietitians of the University 
Hospitals for patient use. 


Since last December, we have been preparing a read- 
ing list on some phase of gardening for the 
WISCONSIN HORTICULTURE. It will continue as long 
as they wish it and our time will permit. 


Co-operation with the Wisconsin Association of 
Mental Health is on a carefully organized basis, 
working with the Library and Literature Committee 
made up of librarians, eh Agog cog psychiatrists, 
and the Executive Director of the Wisconsin Associa= 
tion of Mental Health. 


(1) The Traveling Library prepared an exhibit for 
the Ministerial Conference on Mental Health. 
Seventy-five people, ce oe me many parts 
of the State, yng ed in this conference. 
The Traveling Library prepared a list of 
books for this, and we will send it to you in 
the next packet. 


(2) The Traveling Library prepares agentes sub ject 
bibliographies, with the mental health approach. 
This is done through co-operation with other 
departments. 


LE% 


ge Co-operation with the Committee on Problems of the 
Aging of the Commmity Welfare Council of Madison 
is related to materials and activities that might 
be useful in other parts of the State. 


(1) The brightee-ng Beagabiny. | has prepared a general 
reader book list on the aging. 


(2) The Traveling Library has prepared an exhibit 
of materials related to "Recreation for the 
Independent Years" for the workshop. It will 
also have a list of materials on the subject. 
This material will then be available to any 
county interested. 


III. Individuals (ONLY those without public library service--680,000) 


Ae 


C. 


Extent of Service 





In 1952-53, 1,584 active borrowers used the Traveling Li- 
brary. A spot check for March 1954 shows that 755 individual 
requests were processed. This does not necessarily mean 

that many borrowers. More requests came from cities--301 
more requests from cities than rural areas. 


Kind of Service (A mimeographed sheet describes service to 


Individuals. You may have a copy if you are interested.) 


1. Requests for books by author and title are filled. 


2. Subject material by author and title for recreational 
or serious study is sent on request. 


3. Reference requests are filled. 


4. Lists of subject books are sent on request or when need 
indicates. 


5. No service is given on recordings. 


Policy of Service (This is also described in mimeographed 





sneet.) 

1. Books are loaned for a 4-week period. Renewals are 
ranted, if necessary. No renewals are granted on 
iction. 

2. The patron pays the postage on return books. 


3. Juvenile borrowers must include signature of parent on 
request. 


4, State employees may use the library for personal needs 
if they are willing to wait on themselves. 


IV. Service to Institutions 


Ae 


Extent of Service 





In 1952-53, 44 institution requests were filled. 
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Kind of Service 


1. Special collections of books are sent to the State 
Prison, the Green Bay Reformatory, and to some county 
homes. 





2. Seventeen thousand volumes on indeterminate loan were 
made in the summer of 1953 to the State Prison, the 
Green Bay Reformatory, Central State Hospital, Wisconsin 
School for Boys, Wisconsin School for Girls Southern 
Colony, Northern Colony, and the school at Sparta. 

Books in these loans were duplicate titles no longer in 
demand at the Traveling Library. 


3. Advisory service to the libraries at the Prison and the 
Reformatory is given. Visits are made to their libraries, 
and book-selection advice is given. 


Policy of Service 





1. Materials and service are made available where budget 
and time permit. 


Service to Camps and Groups 


Camps 


A. 


B. 


Extent of Service 





Nine camps were served in 1952-53, as follows: northern 
counties--Oneida, Forest, and Washburn; some central coun- 
ties--Waushara, Green Lake, and Marquette. 


Kind of Service 





Service was given during the summer months. Collections of 
adult and juvenile books were sent to meet the requirements 
specified by counselors. 


Groups 


A. 


B. 


C. 


Extent of Service 





Fourteen clubs and 29 groups were served in 1952-53, 


Kind of Service 





Service was on to homemakers clubs, church groups study- 

ing a special subject, a small rural community group without 
local library service, a county nurse conducting a class for 
expectant mothers, etc. 


Policy of Service for Both Camps and Groups 





1. Collections to camps are loaned for the camping period. 
Loans to groups and clubs are for 8 weeks. 


2. Patrons pay postage, outgoing and return. 


3. All lost or damaged books must be replaced. (This rule 
applies to any borrower. 
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Service to Schools 


School service has been a part of the work of the Commmity 
Service Section of the Traveling Library. This section is 

also responsible for preparing collections of selected books 

to be sent to small public libraries and to Traveling Library 
stations, as well as fixed collections of books to be sent to 
those same libraries and stations, camps, and groups. The 
Community Service Section acts as circulation agent for selected 
collections of books to be sent to State institutions and for 
foreign book collections to be sent to public libraries. Since, 
10 months out of the year, service to schools has swallowed up 
most of the time of that section, no promotion and very little 
attention could be given to the needs of public libraries. 


One trained Librarian I has always been a member of the staff 
in that section, together with one Library Assistant, full time, 
and one Library Assistant, half time. Even so, there has never 
been staff enough to complete the work. 


It was necessary to reduce the budget of the section, so only 
two full-time Library Assistants and a Clerk I, half time, will 
make up that staff. Without a trained librarian in the section, 
it has been necessary to rearrange the service on a clerical 
routine basis, which curtails service to schools. Before doing 
this, an evaluation was made of the Library's total program as 
prescribed by law. It was important for the Commission and the 
staff to establish priorities of service in accordance with re- 
quirements of the law. To refresh your memory on the law, 
Section 43.16 reads as follows: "The said free library commis- 
sion is also authorized to add to its libraries books of 
peeen* value to students, and to loan such books...to public 
libraries, schools, women's clubs, etc., or to students who are 
interested in investigating social, political and educational 
problems..." The law also adds that it is the purpose of this 
provision to make possible temporary supplies of good books in 
communities without local library service. You may well ask 
why the direct service to the one-room schools was started, and 
the question is embarrassing to answer except to -_ that it 
was and is strictly legal to loan books of permanent value to 
the schools and their students. Permanent value has different 
meanings to different people. The Traveling Library loans to 
schools have far exceeded the permanent value books. However, 
in the evaluation of services in order to determine where we 
on - eo we found that the service to schools must be 
curtailed. 


This is a picture of the service that has been given to schools, 
the policy under which it operated, and a brief outline of the 
changes which will be put into effect at the beginning of school 
in the fall, 


A. Extent of Service 


Five hundred forty-eight schools were served in 1952-53. 
Some of the service was reference, but collections of books 
formed the main part of this service. A spot check in 
March 1954 showed that the largest service was given to 
these counties: Crawford (19), Dane (15), Iowa (10), and 
Richland (13), Twenty-six counties did not request any 
service. One hundred sixty-six school requests were re- 
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ceived in March 1954, One-room, rural schools and state 
graded schools were served, together with the union free 
high schools when those schools are in an emergency state. 


Be Kind of Service 





1. Reference service was given to the teacher. 





2. Collections of "Enrichment Reading" books were sent to 
fit grade descriptions. 


3. Supplementary curriculum material was sent. 


4. Lists of books were checked, and orders were filled from 
such lists. 


C. Policy of Service 





1. Books are loaned for 8-week and 3-month periods. No 
renewals are granted. 


2. The patron pays all postage. 
3. All lists must be alphabetized. 


4. No school service was given in counties where the county 
librarian had requested that none be given, 


Se The eagege | Library has tried to direct school geapie 
to the use of the local library or to the use of the 
Traveling Library through the local library. 


D. Curtailment in Service to Schools, Fall 1954 





1. Eight-week loans--but no 3-month loans--will be furnished. 


2. Only fixed collections of books will be loaned to one~ 
room, rural schools and no books to union free high 
schools and state graded schools. 


3. No service will be given on collections of "Enrichment 
Reading" books. No supplementary curriculum material 
and no lists of books will be checked and orders filled 
from such lists. 


4, Reference service of not more than 6 books will be given 
to each teacher on 4=week loans, All student requests 


Must come through the teacher. 


Se Reference service of the above type will be given to all 
schools as before (through the teacher). 


This is only an outline of what is done in the Traveling Library 
by 16 staff members, five of whom are trained librarians. 


Back to our questions: How can we encourage the use of local 
library facilities? and What policy or policies might the Travel- 
* ing Library adopt thaT Would help local public libraries like yours 
give the kind of service you want to give? We would welcome your 
suggestions. 
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REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY 





By Walter S. Botsford 
Anne Farrington Memorial Fund 


Everyone will be pleased to learn that the fund is about large 
enough so that an intern can soon be started on a six-month perio 
of training. Wisconsin librarians and trustees have begun to add 
their contributions to the many that have been received from other 
states. Many contributions are being received from the staffs of 
libraries rather than from individual members. Both "methods" are 
welcomed. As the committee wishes to see the internship plan con- 
tinue in the future, it is true that additional funds will need to 
be secured. From available evidence, it appears this may be ac- 
complished. 





One interesting development should be reported. One library 
is anxious to establish a new extension section which would be 
responsible for all services to branches, to schools, and to ad- 
——< townships and villages. This library wishes to employ a 

rained librarian with extension training and is willing to pay 
half the costs of such training if the Memorial Committee will pay 
the other half. This intern would continue on the staff of this 
one fg once the intemship has been concluded, although he or she 
would be absent from this library during the period of training. 
The proposal is attractive, and, if the idea proves itself, it may 
be that this can become an established part of the Anne Farrington 
memorial plan. 


The librarians and trustees who have sent their contributions 
to the Anne Farrington Memorial Fund will be proud of what will be 
accomplished. An amazing amount of interest has been displayed by 
hundreds of people in many states, and the committee hopes this 
interest will continue because of the importance of the project. 





Classroom and Home-Study Course} 





A course referred to as the Directed Home-Study Course for Li- 
brarians will be offered by the University of Wisconsin Extension 
Division, starting next fall. This is to be offered to all those 
interested in obtaining their Grade Two, Three, or Four certificates. 
It will be an eight-month course, and a full day each month will 
be devoted to classroom instruction in many areas of the State. 
Each student will be given a manual, which can be studied at home, 
and will submit two completed assignments each month to the library 
instructor. At the close of the eight-month period, final examina- 
tions will be given to everyone. The same examination will be 
given for those interested in the Grade Two or Three certificates 
and a less difficult examination will be given to those interested 
in obtaining the Grade Four certificate. 


You will be pleased to learn that a number of leading, local 
librarians have consented to act as University instructors for this 
single day a month, and this classroom experience will give each 
student the opportunity to bring up the various problems which he 
or she has encountered in studying the material. 
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We, or the University, will be more than pleased to send you 
material later so that you can register for this course. Its cost 
will be $27 to each student. 


We were pleased to learn from the University that the classes 
of students need not be large, and this was good news to learn. 
Under this arrangement, it will be possible for a student living 
anywhere in the State to register and to attend classes that are 
located but a few miles from home, It is hoped that no student 
will need to travel more than a few miles to attend these classes. 


All of us are pny om to the University Extension Division 
for this course, and we look forward to this noncredit course and 
to an interesting 1954-55 school year. 





Adult Education Institute, August 1-14 





We want you to kmow that about thirty people have already 
registered for the institute, and we welcome an equal number from 
Wisconsin libraries, You may recall that the original plan was to 
include two 2-week institutes, but, because of advice received from 
many of you, the period was reduced to a one 2-week institute. The 
locale of the institute was also changed to Milwaukee for the reason 
that excellent lodging and food, tagether with classroom space, are 
available at beautiful Kenwood Hall for the reasonable sum of $27 
a week. During times like these, this is a wonderful offer, and 
everyone is looking forward to this two weeks with the keenest 
anticipation. 


As reported to you in a letter, this will be a "working" 
institute and not one where the s tudent will listen to a series of 
good speeches. Instead, the students will be divided into small 
discussion groups from the very beginning, and the libraries which 
they represent will benefit from this continuous 2-week experience. 
It is true that August 4 has been set aside as a day when representa- 
tives from cities, counties, and special epgger oe | or have 
been invited to attend, but, aside from this single day, it would 
not be worth while for a person to attend for a shorter period than 
two weeks. We hope that the substitution of the single 2-week 
period will prove to be successful. 


See you there! 








SCHOLARSHIPS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND LOANS 





This brief list is included here in answer to requests that 
information on these — appear in the WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN. 
The starred titles may be borrowed for 7-day loan from the Travel- . 


ae S. Norman. Scholarships, Fellowships and Loans. Vol. I. 
1948, Vol. Il. 1981 Belg 


Jones, Theodore S. Your Opportunity. 1952. Theodore S. Jones. 











123 


Judkins, Jay. National sssociations of the United States. 1949. 
U.S. Departmatt OF Commerce, Uitice of Domestic Commerce. 
#O01sen, Dorothy. Bendhook | of” State-Wide Scholarship Information. 
1953. Dorothy OTsen. 
#*Wilkins Therese Birch. Scholarships and Fellowships Available 
at Institutions of Hi gheF Equations BULLETIN I95t,-NOs 16. — 
ederal Security Agency, ce 


ducation. 











ALA AMERICAN HERITAGE PROJECT PLANS FOR FOURTH YEAR 





he American Library Association has received a renewal of a 
= 000-grant from the d for Adult Education to help conduct 
e fourth year of the ALA American Heritage Project, a program of 
adult discussion groups in public libraries in many parts of the 
country. 


The announcement was made by David H. Clift, ALA executive 
secretary, who said: 


"Renewal of this grant makes possible continued devel opment 
of a library service which has proved of significant interest and 
has received warm support from many communities where the discussion 
groves provide opportunity for ey to get together and talk over 
he problems of the day in the light of America's great heritage of 
ideas and experiences. 


Discussion groups for young adults, a part of the project, were 
developed in 20 communities during the year. Miss Monroe announced 
that next year the development of the young adult program will be 
concentrated in three areas in which funds will be made available 
for both personnel and materials. 


The program will be continued on a state-wide basis in Alabama, 
Colorado, Georgia, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, and 
Wisconsin--all entering their third year--and in Connecticut, New 
Jersey, the New York Regional Library Service Center at Watertown 
nq Washington, where the programs will enter a second year in 1954- 











NEW CERTIFICATE NOW BEING ISSUED 





The illustration on the following page of the Bulletin is the 
new certificate now being issued by the Free Library Commission. 
To capitalize on the interest in certification that has been shown 
by trustees and librarians, this new form was devised which will be 
used for all grade certifications and licenses. The certificate is 
printed with a facsimile of the State's coat of arms across the 
top, and a gold notarial seal, embossed with the Commission's seal, 
is affixed below. 


This is the form of certificate or license that will be issued 
to all applicants in the future. The librarians of the State who 
are now certified are offered the gone | to obtain the new 
certificate. These certificates will carry the date of the original 
issuance but will be signed by the present chairman of the Commis- 
sion, Your request for the new certificate should be made to 
Walter S. Botsford, secretary of the Commission, It is hoped that 
you will want one to frame and display as the sign and symbol of your 
profession of librarianship. Your sulrese will appreciate this. 
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RECENT ADULT BOOKS 
Selected and Edited by Orrilla T. Blackshear 








General Works--Philosophy 





pep ay Paul W. Free Lance Writing for a Living. 1953. 10 
David cKay Co. olde 0 9.6 
A successful free-lance writer himself for 25 years, Kearme 
understands the impulse to write, the initial failures, the first 
check, a change from fiction to nonfiction or the reverse, and 

the steady income--all experiences of the free-lance writer. 
Practical, up to date, and diversified, the material here should 
be welcome to writers--real and potemtial. 





Childs, Marquis W., and Cater, Douglass. Ethics in a Business 
Society. 1954, i$1p, Mentor Edition, 35g} Harper, $2.75. 170 

ook certain to provoke partisanship, since it was written by 
two liberals know for their refusal to conform for conformity's 
sake, This ge ger analysis of the place of ethics in modem 
society explains the attitudes and activities of management, labor, 
ministers, and judges in putting ethics into practice. Highly 
recommended. 


Edsall, F. Se Success and What It Takes: new ways to know yourself 
and your world, I95%.” Zotp. Morr 0756 174 
This is vocational 5 pga for adults. The book helps one in 
analyzing himself, setting up a program, and making alterations and 

constant evaluations as to progress, or the lack of it. It chal- 
lenges a person to think, act, and aie pied) jor pepe and sensibly. 
Mrs. Edsall lists the techniques of job analysis and ee. 
analysis, correlating the two. While she makes no rabid claims, 
she believes any person feeling out of place can at least see the 
way he ought to go, though he may need help in getting there. 


Runes, Dagobert D. Letters to My Daughter. 1954. 131p. Philo- 
sophical Library, $2750. 179 
A companion volume--in one sense of the word, at least--to the 

author's earlier LETTERS TO MY SON, this collection of letters to 
his daughter continues the author's good, aternal, and yet uncon- 
descending advice on _— matters. Actually, of course, apart from 
their purely personal relationships, these gems of wisdom are for 
us all, To Prof. Runes, standards worthy of the name do not rise 
and fall--they are hauled up mast high, to remain there. 








Collins, James, A History of Modern European Philosophy. 1954. 

854p. Bruce, $9.75e 190 

An expensive, one=-volume compendium on a subject as common as the 

sky and as eer tg i — in one book, are the philosophers 
nking h 





who have shaped the t of the western world for st five 
centuries. Short biographies and selected bibliographies are in- 
cluded. Larger libraries will certainly have use for this volume; 
smaller libraries will check closely for reader interest and 
similar works already on their shelves. 


Religion 


Beck, Dwight Marion. Through the Gospels to Jesus. 1954. = 
aid 232. 





$5. 
teacher of Biblical literature for 20 years, Prof. Beck has 
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here written a biosrenhy of Jesus with scholarship, thoroughness, 
and reverence. His study and teaching have evidently familiarized 
him‘with all the known facts as delineated by the Gospels, and he 
omits nothing of relevance in this book. He is at once a scholar 
and a man of God, and, above all, a narrator of compelling dignity. 
Two indexes conclude tne book--a textual and a topical, 


Ditzen, Lowell Russell, Personal Security Through Faith. 1954, 
235p.e Holt, $3.50. 248 
Security and the art of enjoying life are the main features of 
this core oe book by the pastor of the Reformed Church of 
Bronxville, N.Y. Here Dr. Ditzen tells how to get security and 
how to relearn the art of enjoying life. A fellow pastor, Dr. Ralph 
We Sockman, sets the tone of the book in an introduction. Much of 
this material is from sermons, public addresses, and private con- 
sultations with his parishioners, and its purpose is to make man 
able to meet daily problems. 


yowey Arnold H. Power for Life's Living. 1954. 190p. a 








A series of 25 inspirational essays adapted from his own sermons 
by a Presbyterian minister. He covers a great many subjects and 
does so in a manner that is at once provocative and helpful. Dr. 
Lowe presents Christianity as a vigorous, personal experience, 
adequate for the issues of life. 


Miller, Kenneth D. Man and God in the City. 1954. 179p. Friend- 
ship Press, $2. 254.2 
The author discusses the needs of the city dweller and the posi- 
tion of the church in filling those needs. Illuminating examples 
of what churches are doing to meet the needs of the city population 
are given. Dr. Miller explores the various methods churches might 
use in making their resources available. Dr. Miller is executive 
director of the New York City Mission Society, a nondenominational 
Protestant agency concemed with services to urban areas through 
community-serving churches and interdenominational enterprises. 





Schnucker, Calvin. How to Plan the Rural Church Program, 1954, 
158p. Westminster, $2.50. 254.2 
This book was written primarily for ministers and students who 

plan to enter service of the church, but it will be of help to 
laymen who are involved in planning the church progres and to 
leaders in other fields of interest who recognize the value of 
working with the church. The author is head of the Department of 
Rural Church and Life at the Theological Seminary of the Universit 
of Dubuque and has had a wealth of experience in en with rura 
communities. Recommended for the library that works with the com- 


munity. 


Latourette, Kenneth Scott. The Christian World Mission in Our Day. 
1954, 192p. Harper, $2.50, Zoo 

Dr. Latourette, a missionary of omy 4 years! experience and a 
Christian teacher with many academic honors, draws a picture of 
world missions. With most of the unchristianized world either | 
closed or menaced by commmism, what is left? Much, replies this 
veteran of field and classroom: Work in our own corner, be ber pe 
be prepared, seek the a wedge, and God will give the fields 
if we give the workers. Challenging and optimistic. 


Meadows, Denis. Obedient Men. 1954. 308p. Appleton, eee 
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Denis Meadows writes of his life in a Jesuit novitiate and of the 
ten years of prayer and study in the religious order before he de- 
cided he lacked conviction about his vocation. An honest account 
of the "obedient men" who follow the rule of Agnatius. 


Catholicism in America, a series of articles from The Commonweal, 
“ Dp. Harcourt, $3.75. ZB2et3 

These articles from a lay magazine give thoughts on various 
aspects of American Catholic life. Eighteen contributors--all but 
two of whom are Catholics--discuss a diversity of topics. The two 
outsiders-=Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, a Protestant, and Will Herberg, a 
Jewish scholar--add their views to this volume. Most of the 
articles represent sore spots, and they are discussed without re- 
serve and without rancor, too. The general reader will enjoy this 
book, despite the absence of Paul Blanshard. 





Social Science 


Kilzer, E., and Ross, E. J. Western Social Thought. 1954. fs 
Bruce $6.50. 30 
Certainly an ambitious undertaking, as the title indicates, this 
elementary book in economics and sociology will answer the needs 
of the student and the serious adult reader. The er growth, 
changes, and present condition of western social thought (and 
practice) are delineated here in a style likely to provoke thought 
and perhaps even controversy. Persons, ideas and ideals, philoso- 
phies and movements are treated without too much detail or profundity. 


_— John J. Culture and Personality. 1954, 499p. mearens 











A somewhat technical book involving cultural anthropology, soci- 
ology, papehereny and psychiatry. The author integrates these 
diverse, yet re ated, fields in working out a synthesis of culture 
and personality. Race, caste, occupation, and mentality (from the 
viewpoint of the individual as opposed to the group) are only a 
few of the elements in making a synthesis sensible and acceptable. 
Not for the general reader, since this book presupposes some study 
in one or more of the fields named above. 


The Economic Almanac, 1953-1954. Frederick W. Jones, ed., and 
Anita RK. Beckerman, asst. ed. 1953. 740p. Charts, tables. , 
Thomas Y. Crowell, $3.95. 330,58 

This 12th edition, like its pretecoseres, is intended primarily 
for the menbers of the National Industrial Conference Board. The 
general public will find this reference book authoritative and _ 
comprehensive. It contains 24 sections, each devoted to a specific 
item, such as national income, the labor force, population, and 
public finance. It concludes with a glossary, a list of national 
and international government organizations, and an index. 





Hicks, Granville. Where We Came Out. 1954. 250p. Valings 20see 


Hicks was an American communist for four zeets during the 1930's. 
He left the party, reasserted his faith in his country, and has 
been on the anticommmist side ever since. This book is history-- 
before, during, and after, His is the story, too, of other young 
intellectuals of that "Red decade." In this book, Hicks tells how 
to fight the Reds, and he — judgment on several items of the 
moment, for instance, Senate investigations. He is neither a ; 
— nor an Alger hiss, though he has testified often for investi- 
gatorse 
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Prochnow, Herbert V., ed. Determining the Business Outlook, 1954. 
445p. Harper, $6.50. 338.54 
Twenty business leaders--including the author, who is a vice presi- 
dent of the First National Bank of Chicago--have written as many 
treatises on what is ahead for American business. The tone is con- 
servative yet optimistic, and the treatment is analytical yet not 
too technical. Areas of economic interest are discussed met 8 and 
convincingly, areas such as banking, construction, transportation, 
agriculture, and manufacturing. Suitable for reference and for 
ably led discussion groups. 


Francis, Philip. How To Serve On a Jury. 1953. 80p. Oceana 
Publications, $2. 340.4 
This simply written book will answer all the questions a prospec- 
tive juror may ask: Must he, or she, serve? What occupations are 
exempt? What are the duties of a juror? etc. Charts by states 
and a glossary of legal terms add to the usefulness of this book 
in all libraries. Add it to the reference collection, but tell your 
borrowers about it. 


Oxnam, G. Bromley. I Protest. 1954. 186p. Harper, $2.50. 








351.74 
This is the blow-by-blow account of Bishop Oxnam's tangle with the 
Velde House Committee on Un-American Activi ies, written by the 
bishop himself, He states such “investigations” are more an inquisi- 
tion or a star-chamber yevgormens than anything else. The official 
transcript of the hearing is quoted from freely and is commented 
upon by Bishop Oxnam. He will be remembered as the man "who served 
God on Sunday and the commmist fronts the rest of the week," accord=- 
ing to Mr. Velde. 


Huie, William Bradford. The Execution of Private Slovik, 1954, 
247p. Little, $3.50; Signet Book, Zog. 355.13 
Since 1864, thousands of American soldiers were tried for desertion 

during battle, 2,864 were given sentences varying from 20 years in 

ve ie to life, 49 were ordered executed, but only one--no more than 
hat--was actually executed. That was Pvt. Eddie D. Slovik. he 
That is Huie's question, and that question provokes remarks which, 

if made in Russia, would cause his arrest and imprisonment. It is 

a thought-provoking book. 


Bell, Harry. We Adopted a Daughter. 1954. 181p. sees. 


This is a realistic picture of the effort required in making an 
adopted child a real part of a family. It is good to see the point 
of view of the father and to see that, in spite of exasperating 
problems with not too perfect solutions on the part of the adoptive 
parents, the adoption of a daughter promises to turn out rather well 
in the end. The most positive point of the book is that it emphasizes 
the fact that agencies find homes for children, and not children for 
homese 


Zilboor Gregory: The Psychology of the Criminal Act and Punish- 
ment. 1954,  141p, “HEFCOurt; -$2-0U, 304-24 
“~“Zilboorg, a practicing psychiatrist, views two rather restricted 
shaeee of penology from his point of view. He explodes many pet 
heories of the public concerning crime and its punishment, His 
material is taken from his lectures delivered at Yale and from 
his own testimony in open court as an expert in the field of 
pevehiates- wre igh og but not forbidding, this book should 
e excellent material for round-table discussions between lawyers, 
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doctors, and officers of the law. 


Avery, Helen M., and Nye, Frank W. The Clubwoman's Book, 1954. 
303p. Holt, $3.95. 367 
An Ohio clubwoman who writes and a Connecticut publisher of a 
woman's magazine have collaborated in bringing out a book for the 

clubwoman., Fully indexed, it has two parts: "(I) In General" 
and "(II) In Particular." It covers every recallable phase of 
women's club work from charter meetings to national conventions: 
officers, donations, dues, teas, socials, programing, last-minute 
adjustments, do's and dont's. Recommended. 





Useful Arts 


Cooley, Donald G. The Science Book of Wonder Drugs. 1954. “ae 
Franklin Watts, Ince, $2.90. 615 
The story of modern miracle drugs: how they were discovered, 
their early and contemporary history, the innovators, the improve- 
ments, and the possible future of other pharmaceutical materials. 

Cooley traces the progress of the study of the human machine and 
how to treat its ailments and enhance its efficiency. The sulfa 
drugs, antibiotics, vitamins, and hormones come in for full dis- 

cussion. 





Walters, Anne, and Marugg, Jim. Beyond Endurance. 1954. 178p. 
Harper, $2.50. 616.9 or 616.83 
Jim laruge, young sports writer, tells of his long battle against 
polio, It is more than the story of how the disease affected his 
physical being; it is the story of the spiritual victory that living 
became for him, Even though he has not regained complete use of 
the injured muscles, he has acquired a spirit that will hearten all 
who read his story. Anne Walters, who assisted in writing this 
book, is his mother-in-law. 





Zabriskie, Louise, Mother and Baby Care in Pictures. 4th ed. 
1954. 244p. Lippincott, $3. 618 
The changes in this new edition are principally in nutrition, 
and a chapter on "Natural Childbirth" has been added. Some 1li- 

brarians may wish to own the latest edition, 








McCarroll, Marion Clyde. Summer Cookbook. 1954. 188p. M, Barrows 
and Co., $3. 641.5 

The title is invitin Vv accurate as to the contents of this book. 
It has tw parts: n(Ty enus, With Recipes" and "(II) Summer 
Specialties." Emphasis is upon salads, cool drinks, and back-yard 
barbecue pits. Cookies, sandwiches, cold plates, and "quickie" 
meals are listed (with directions), and desserts and picnic lunches 
are stressed. Literally, "the good ole summertime") 


Heron, Alexander R. No Sale, No Job: the economics of American 
prosperity. 1954, ; Tper, $3e 58.01 

The measure of American prosperity is the amount of sales made, 
ers to this author, a man who is both a businessman and a 
college lecturer. He believes this is the sole measure and that 
this idea must be understood nationally and acted upon page ob 
Promotion, personnel, public relations, and buying power are treated 
fully from his point of view. 


Fine Arts 


Pearson, Ralph M. The Modern Renaissance in American Art: present- 
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ing the work and phiiosophy of 54 distinguished artists. 1954. 
300p. Harper, $6. 709,73 

More than 160 — Sy pieces of sculpture, and mobiles are 
included here, a re Be h comments by tne artists themselves on 
their own work and that of others. Art movements are commended 
and condemed, evaluations contradict each other, and schools clash 
from age to aye in this compendium. Primarily for the student and 
the serious follower of American art. 


Lariar, Lawrence, ed. You've Got Me in Stitches. 1954. Unpaged. 
Dodd, $2.95. 741.5 

This is a collection of cartoons about doctors, nurses, patients, 
and hospitals, All are as good cartoons should be: easily under- 
stood, mildly caustic, slightly sarcastic, and frequently in- 
congruous. zens of cartoonists and magazines are represented 
here, and there is discernible sequence. 





Wertham, Fredric. Seduction of the Innocent. 1954. 397p. Rine- 

hart, $4. 741.5 
A detailed description of the very harmful effects of crime- 

comics upon children by the author of THE SHOW OF VIOLENCE, who 

is a well known psychiatrist. The book has already been the 

center of considerable controversy. Librarians will want to be 

well acquainted with the points Mr. Wertham makes. 








praby, Dorothea. The Way of Wood Engraving. 1953. 95p. sie 
ye cm 
This is No, 46 in a series, How To Do It, and concerms wood en- 
raving. Beginning with the rudiments of the art, the book takes 
he reader along the path of individual tastes and inclinations. 
A list of the tools, the various types of woods, and a careful 
tabulation of the more delicate operations are included. 





Feininger, Andreas. Successful Photography. 1954. 249p. Prentice- 

Hall, $3.95. T1002 
In eight parts, this guide lists the skills and techniques of 

erent: "What Pho ography Is," "The Tools and Materials," 

‘How to Take a Picture," "How to ste pote a Picture," "How to Bevelop 

Critical Faculties," miork with Chemica sy" "How to Expand the 

Scope of Work," and "Making the Best of Everything." Tables, charts, 

and graphs, plus scores of pictures on "how not to photograph," 

make this volume useful for the amateur and at least an asset to a 

professional, 


ery eg | Margery D. How to Help the Shut-In Child. 1954, 192p. 





Dut ton ° ° 

Practical, simple suggestions for helping and encouraging children 
who are permanently bedridden or homebound for an extended period 
of time. Every parent might well own a copy, but the librarian 
may have the pleasure of introducing this book. Highly recommended. 





Ostrow, Albert A. How to Enjoy Yourself} 1954, 259p. weneen 
Thirteen chapters of SS advice for enjoying oneself. 
Shunning’ the usual short cuts to peace and happiness, the author 
stresses positive recreation for leisure rather than "let nature 
take its course." Reading, swimming, vacationing--even re for 
a husband--can be made sources of enjoyment, Ostrow says, and then 
proves it. The style is easy, unhurried, and infectious, It may 

not solve all problems, but it will certainly help solve some, 
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Literature 


Williams, George G. Creative Writing: for advanced college classes. 
Rev. ed. 1954. Harper, $4. 808,06 
Written by an associate professor at Rice Institute, this text, 
while designed for advanced college classes, is also suitable for 
the beginning professional writer. The approach, the treatment, 
and exercises are conventional, which means they are worth while, 
since experience has proved them so, Writing clubs will welcome 
such a text as this. 





Millay, Edna St. Vincent. Mine the Harvest: a collection of new 
poems. 1954. 1400p. Harper, $3. 811.5 
Miss Millay died in 1950 while mone this volume of verse. 

It includes verse written since 1939 and not included in other 
volumes. Those who grew up on her verse in the 1920's and early 
1930's will see many things familiar, many unfamiliar, Her wit, 
cogency, and sure sense of beauty are as evident as ever; her 

in ensity and her dogmatism are as outstanding now as they were 
secondary years ago. A spokesman for our age. 


Highet, Gilbert. Man's Unconquerable Mind. 1954. 138p. Columbia, 
$2.756 814.5 or 153 

This book is the author's personal interpretation of the bicenten- 
nial theme of Columbia University: "Man's Right to Knowledge and 
the Free Use Thereof." Professor Highet discusses the powers and 
the limits of knowledge. He describes the powers of lmowledge as 
unique and incomparable and predicts that it has not one but three 
possible destinies--expansion, self-destruction, or thought control, 
A "must" for every library. 








Travel 





Greenberg, David, and Greenberg, Marian. The Shopping Guide to 
Europe. 1954. 4300p. Harper, $3.50. 9T0.2 
Sixteen European countries were visited by the Greenbergs, who 
collected material for American tourists and shoppers. While the 
material is chiefly statistical and informational, the tone is light 
and easy, ably augmented by the line aigp vio of Paul Calle, 
Tables of sizes, weights, money values, custom regulations, and 
guest codes enhance the value of the book. A "must" for the 
European tourist. 


Chapman, F, Spencer. Living Dangerously. 1954. 253p. enpars $3. 
910.4 





The experiences of an author-explorer for the past 20-odd years-- 
in Iceland, Greenland, Lapland, the Himalayas, Tibet, and Malaya. 
Written in a restrained manner, these episodes are less like personal 
exploits than adventures any daring person might have experienced. 
Col, Chapman is now motoring with his family through South Africa. 
During World War II, he trained commando bee 2 and guerrilla 
parties and actually participated in many such raids, in Europe and 
in Malaya. 


Clark, Sydney. All the Best in Spain and Portugal. 1953. 372p. 

Dodd, $4.50, 914.6. 
Another travelog in the author's series, All the Best. Descriptive 

matter, plus photographs and maps, will give the reader a good fore- 

taste of what to expect in these {wo countries. Practical advice 

about eating, touring, soos quarters, and local customs have 

all the timeliness and authority of a guidebook, 
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cme Victor Sawdon. The Spanish Temper. 1954. 270p. Ae 
e e 4, 
Not a history, not a travelog, not a guidebook, this beautifully 
printed volume contains the impressions of a highly literate, ob=- 
servant English critic. Primarily containing two sections--that 
part of — which is like Europe and that part of Spain which is 
uniquely Spanish--this picture of Spain, old and new, will interest 
the geographer, the social observer, and the cultural historian. 


Harrer, Heinrich. Seven Years in Tibet. 1954. 314p. melas 

The exciting account of a young adventurer's escape from a British 
internment camp in India during World War II and his experiences in 
the closely guarded city of Lhasa. Harrer became the confidant of 
the Dalai lems the religious leader of the Tibetans, and remained 
in Tibet for seven years, or until 1950, A fascinating book that 
will appeal to many readers. 


Rama Rau, Santha. This is India, 1954, 155p. Harper, eae P 
This personal introduction to the author's native land is briefly 
concerned with the people lenginese ways of life, and culture of 
the Indian cities and villages. ii14 be of especial interest to 
those who have enjoyed the author's EAST OF HOME and HOME TO INDIA. 
Much of this book was published in HOLIDAY under the title, "India." 





$5. 
215 





Romero, Pepe. Mexican Jumping Bean. 1953. 282p. Putnan, Be 

The Mexican Jumping Bean is Pepe Romero, "a newspaper character, 
ex-hoofer, ex-boxer, painter, poet, scribe and columnist." His 
observations on bullfighting, Ex-Ambassador O'Dwyer, the Mexican 
oil operations, and prominent visitors are interspersed with 
personal adventures and humor. 





Barzun, Jacques. God's Country and Mine. 1954. 344p. “a . 
Barzun, a native of France, became an American citizen in the 
1930's. He loves his country of adoption and says so in this book, 
though "he spices his declaration with a few harsh words," ac- 
cording to the subtitle. He is a teacher at Columbia University, 
a contributor to many major periodicals, and a student of the 
American scene. He says we Americans are not 100% perfect--no 
eople are; perhaps his percentage rating for us would be close 

o that figure, however. He sees much, discerns wisely, is utter- 
ly frank and unfailingly polite, 








A descendant of Longfellow, Hazel veang has explored and enjoyed 
the islands of our North Atlantic Coast for years. This book is 
the record of her experiences, study, and observations. The text 
the drawings by F. Wenderoth Saunders, and the end=-paper maps will 
familiarize the armchair traveler with the romantic islands off 
the coast of New England. Amusing, informative, and infectious, 


3308? Hazel. Islands of New England. 1954. 214p. Little, 


Jordan, Grace E. Home Below Hell's Canyon. 1954, 2438p. eeetcie 
The wife of the governor of Idaho writes of their early life in 
depression times, when they lived on a sheep ranch on the Snake 
River. It was modern pioneering, with all the excitement and 
monotony, the drudgery, and the satisfaction of earlier days. Mrs. 
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Jordan tells their story in a pleasant, easy-to-read style. 





gore, Evelyn Berglund. Born On Snowshoes. 1954. 209p. es 


Women, the weaker sex? The author proves the contrary in her ac- 
count of the 12 years she, her two sisters, and their mother spent 
in the Alaska wilderness, running . lines, with one elderly 
trapper to help them. The ed and their mother hun ted, — 
fished, and camped in 50-below-zero Mga gh vty takin 
dangers and hardships in their stride. In the end, po, hag married 
a trapper and went into the wilderness for nine more years. Recom- 
mended for any library. 


Biography 


Brokenshire, Norman, This is Norman eet an unvarnished 

self-portrait. 1954, : 5.50. 9 
A popular radio announcer tells of his "struggle with alcoholism, 

He was successful from the beginning in his radio work, but he 

could not hold his job and drink too, Eventually, he found himself, - 

but not until he found spiritual as well as physical help. He is 

frank and sincere in telling of his experiences in the hope that 

they will aid someone else, Recommended, 


Ybarra, T. Re Caruso; the man of Naples and the voice of gold. 
1953. 315p. Harcourt, $4.50. 9 

Biographies of Enrico Caruso have a universal appeal, and this 
account by T. R. Ybarra is a delightful, human presentation of the 
dynamic, vivacious opera singer. Several of Caruso's amusing 
caricatures are included. Recommended, 


Lamb, Harold, Charlemagne; the legend and the man. 1954. 7. 
Doubleday, $4 $4.5 wo 

An absorbing biography which brings the reader closer to an under- 
standing of the dark days in Europe and closer to an appreciation 
of the man, Charlemagne, who had a vision of unity. 





4 e3? Jerry. The Adventures of Mark Twain. 1954. 359p. La 
A biography, written by an admirer of the great American humorist. 

She writes easily and as fully as the material demands, Many of 

the incidents in Mark Twain's novels were drawn from his own ex- 

periences or immediate observations, Scholars may challenge 

details in this account, but the avid reader of popular biography 

will relish this chronological treatment of Sam Clemens. 


rovers Gene. Minutes of the Last Meeting. 1954. 277p. Viniags 


Although this is the biography of Sadakichi Hartmann, the ai 
Japanese, half-German charlatan painter, it includes a eee St 
friends who were his con teaporasi ee-- Joh Decker, W. C. Fields, 
John Barrymore, and the author, Gene Fowler, The only illustra- 
tions in the book are the end papers, additional ee of which 
are available from Viking as long as the supply lasts. 





Bee ouen a? ob Emmett. People's Padre, an autobiography. 1954, = 
eacon 9 
The warm +t of a man whose greatest desire was to +> i 
the sick, poverty-stricken, and hopeless. He worked for 14 years 
in the siums of Phoenix as a Catholic priest, but left the church 
when he could no longer follow the directions of his superiors. He 
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is sincere and honest in his writing, but Catholics generally will 
not be interested in his book. 


Oliver, Robert T. Syngman Rhee: the man behind the myth. 1954, 
380p. Dodd, $5. 921 

This sympathetic biography of the aged Korean patriot will clarify 
certain impressions, intensify others, and eradicate still others. 
Not a mere tabulation of Rhee's activities primarily, this biography 
is the measure of a man taken by another man, Dr. Oliver, who has 
known Rhee for years. It is really a personal portrait of "the bad 
boy of the United Nations." A bibliographical note and an appendix 
conclude this biography and add to its value. 





Leopold, Richard W. Elihu Root and the Conservative Tradition. 
1954, b22p, Harper, PIe 921 
As the title indicates, this book is a combination of biography 
and American political history, 1899-1937. It traces the ups and 
downs of conservatism and Root's adherence to such a philosop 
and the contributions he made to it. Of primary interest to the 
historian, this book has a value, too, for the serious observer of 
the political scene. 


White, William S. The Taft Story. 1954. 288p. Harper, te, 
1 





The Biography of the late Robert A. Taft, United States Senator 
from Ohio. « Taft welcomes work and controversy the way a miser 
welcomes money. White treats Mr. Taft as a contradictory person- 
ality--ambitious, yet gracious when defeated; conservative, yet 
liberal in certain things; vain, yet humble when victorious. He 
made three tries for the Presidency and came close only once, in 
1952. His ‘wieee and early death deprived the Republican Administra- 
tion of its ablest legislative leader. 


Bigland, Eileen. The Indomitable Mrs. Trollope. 1954. 255p. 
Lippincott, $3.50, 921 

The biography of a drivin' woman whose children feared but obeyed 
her, whose writings were prolific and acidulous, and whose ventures 
make good reading even today. Her most famous child, Anthony, lived 
to be the spokesman of an age. Mrs. Trollope will be remembered as 
the author of that caustic bit of social history, DOMESTIC MANNERS 
OF THE AMERICANS, circa 1832. A combination of Hedda Hopper and 
Lady Nancy Astor, she made her presence felt and her absence doted 
upon. Amusing, informative, and at times maddening, this biography 
will be welcomed by lovers of the Victorian Age. 





Witte, Eva Knox Evans. Nothing is Dripping On Us. 1954. 77. 

Little, $3.75. 21 
The gay travelog of a former Russian baron and his wife, daughter 

of a Methodist minister and author of several children's books. 

The Wittes have lived a carefree life in Alaska and New Hampshire, 

and Mrs. Witte writes of their experiences with sparkle. Recom- 

mended for all libraries, 





History 
Reid, Patrick R. Men of Colditz. 1954. 287p. LAgpinccts, S085 





The man who told of the spectacular escapes from the Saxon prison, 
including his own escape, in THE COLDITZ STORY continues that story 
in this book. Here he tells of the men of all nationalities who 
were imprisoned at Colditz until 1945, when they were released by 








American troops. 


Clark, Mark W., Ge 
Yalu. 1954, 369p. Harper, $5. 351-9 
is is no now-1t-can-be-told sort of thing. It is an intensely 
personal account of the author's experiences since World War II, 
and it contains his comments on his colleagues, his troops, and 
his military and political overseers. There is nothing shocking, 
pap improper, and nothing surprising in the account as such-- 
the material itself is well known and the interest here is primarily 
Clark's reactions. Germany, Korea, and the mainland of Asia figure 
prominently, of course. Tt concludes with the armistice (1953) and 
an appendix of official documents. 


neral, U.S. Army (Ret.) From the Danube to the 





Wilson, Charles Morrow. Liberia. 1954. 226p. Sloane, on 

Liberia was 100 years old in 1947, Its origins, early struggles, 
and slow growth are but dimly perceived in America, where the idea 
of Liberia was born. The country is a —,* with free elections; 
a commonwealth in one of its purest, practical forms; and a nation 
half-bush and half-Firestone, as one cynic put it. This book is 
written in a popular style, with statistics and chamber of commerce 
publicity at a minimum. Here are history, anthropology, commerce, 
culture, and education. 


Millin, Sarah Gertrude. The People of South Africa. 1954. Ne 
Knopf, $4.50. 968 

A novelist narrates the history of Africa and its peoples. She 
does not claim objectivity or completeness--first, because her 
emotions are involved, and, second, because she is no true historian. 
This is a thoughtful book, based on the author's THE SOUTH AFRICANS, 
which appeared in 1926 and was revised in 1934, 





McConnell, Jane, and McConnell, Burt. The White House: a history 
with pictures. 1954. 80p. Crowell, $3.95. 975.3 
A textual and pictorial account of the White House from 1800 to 
1954, The various rooms, the several tea and silver services, the 
paintings of the various Presidents, and recent additions are in- 
cluded here. Episodes in the lives of the various occupants are 
hinted at, too--Van Buren's gold spoons, Buchanan's renovation of 
the structure, Grover Cleveland's marriage, Coolidge's afternoon 

naps in his office, and Truman's "back porch." 


Smith, Frank Ellis. The Yazoo (47th volume in the Rivers of 
America series), 195% “362p. Rinehart, $4. 976.2 
The congressman representing most of the watershed of this famous 
river has written an entertaining account of its past and present, 
with some attention to its future. The Indians, Generals Grant and 
Sherman, cotton, politics, and William Faullmer all get their due 
share of attention. A distinctly minor criticism is that the author 
perpetuates the error of attributing "River of Death" as the meaning 
of the name. The river was named by early French explorers for a 
tribe of Indians who lived near its mouth, and originally spelled 
it "riviere des Yassous." The error is more romantic, however, 
and goes back at least as far as J. F. He Claiborne, so it can be 
forgiven. 





Recent Fiction 


Aswell, Mary Louise. New Short Novels. 1954, 188p. Ballantine, 
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This excellent collection contains four new short novels: RIDE 
OUT, by Shelby Foote; THE WILLOW, by Elizabeth Etnier; THE GENTLE 
SEASON, by Clyde Miller, and A WINTER'S TALE, by Jean Stafford. 
All are contemporary, and each is typical of its author's best ef- 
forts--at least, in each author's eyes. The collection concludes 
— short autobiographical notes by the four authors and the 
e Ore 





 Siaamaa ea Louis. The Romantic Egoists. 1954. 210p. Houghton, 


_Peter Westcott tells the stories of eight friends of his, their 
misguided efforts and the complications brought on thereby, and 
moralizes on why they did as they did. He charges them ail with a 
hard core of egotism. A ss commentary, not only on these 
eight persons but also on himself and his line and place, this 
narrative by Peter Westcott may seem harsh and too coldly analytical, 
but any study of misfits and egoists must seem harsh and analytical. 


Bardin, John Franklin. Christmas Comes But Once a Year. 1954. 
241p. Scribner, $3. 

Jamey's parents planned a special, early Christms for him because 
he had only a short time to live. That Christmas proved to be one 
of the best for Jamey, and out of it grew greater understanding be- 
tween his parents. A book that might have been suggested by similar, 
real life situations, of which one reads so often. 





Bottome, Phyllis. The Secret Stair. 1954, 252p. Harcourt, $3.50. 

This is the story OF six peOple in a Swiss T.B. sanatorium, four 
of them staff members, one a priest, one a spoiled, 17-year-old 

irl. Their lives are violently disturbed by the selfishness of 

he girl, Caroline, and more or less stealdctened out through the 
influence of the priest, Michael. All but Caroline saw war service 
of some kind, and their personalities have been definitely affected 
by that service. Recommended for those readers who like novels 
laid in medical surroundings. It holds interest, and the psychology 
of the ill is contrasted skillfully with that of the well. 


Chandler, Raymond. The Long Goodbye. 1953. 316p. Houghton, $3. 

Another Philip Marlowe yarn--a private detective plays nursemaid 
to Terry Lennox, who feels he must get out of the country. The 
author of THE BIG SLEEP and FAREWELL, MY LOVELY has produced 
another inimitable yarn of suspense and violence. Marlowe rides 
again $ 





Collin-Smith, Joyce. Locusts and Wild Honey. 1953. 316p. Little, 





A historical novel of South Africa during the early and middle 
nineteenth century. It recounts the séventeres of pioneers, of the 
clashes with the natives, of the clashes amongst themselves. The 
Dutch, the French, and the English try colonization and succeed, as 
delineated here. An enoeiieat and pleasant foreword for the under- 
standing of South Africa today is included. 


Deesy, Mary. The Corioli Affair. 1954. 304p. Little, $3.75. 

A novel based upon a recovered diary, which recounts the Dayton 
Trial and the tragic events following it in the late nineteenth 
century. Here are suspense, intrigue, violence, and love; here, 
too, are history, imagination, and restrained writing. Irish 
characters can iran settings guarantee the reader a story long to 
be remembered. 
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eg Kenneth. Away All Boats, a novel. 1954. 508p. Little, 
The men and battle action of the attack transport, Belinda, in 

the Pacific in World War II figured in the telling of this novel. 

The island-hopping campaigns in the Pacific and all the events and 

action were conceived during the author's wartime service aboard 

the Navy attack transport, USS Pierce, first as boat commander, then 

as navigator and executive officer. Recommended. 


Innes, Hammond. The Naked Land. 1954. 305p. Knopf, $3.50. 
This latest Innes novel Of adventure and intrigue takes the 
reader on a perilous journey from Essen, Germany, to the Atlas 
Mountains of French Morocco. A combination of cloak and dagger, 
romance, greed, and religious fervor grips the adventure fan to 
the nerve-wracking conclusion. The author documents his scenes, 
national customs, history, and costumes like a scholar, 


Kantor, MacKinlay. God and My Country. 1954. 128p. World, §2. 

For 40 years, Lem Siddons, [iving in a small Iowa town, was 
scoutmaster. His influence on two or three generations of Boy 
Scouts was immeasurable, as was his joy in seeing boys grow up to 
young men, filled with fun and philosophy. He was not a perfection- 
ist and not a dawdler, Essentially, he was a leader of youth, us-~ 
ing scouting as a medium. egg comforting, nostalgic to those 
who have ever enjoyed scouting, whether masters or scouts. 





Lofts, Norah. Bless This House. 1954. 285p. Doubleday, $3.50. 
This is the sto Or an English country house, Merravay, which 
was built during the reign of the first Elizabeth. The entire book 
is concerned with the people who lived in the house, from the be- 

ginning to the present day. 


Manning, Mary. Lovely People. 1953, 314p. Houghton, $3. 


A satire on family [ifé on Cape Cod. While an impoverished sister 
awaits the death of Uncle Abel and the collection of an inheritance, 
she plans the marriage of her young stepdaughter to her sister's 
husbands May be too sophisticated for some readers. 





rch gaan Peter. Race Rock, a novel, 1954. 306p. Harper, 
ple ° 

Essentially a clash of personalities and cross-purposes of four 
people, this novel reveals its characters for what they are. 
Violence--even death, frustration, and betrayal might have been 
anticipated by the participants. A woman and three men, intimately 
concern ed with each other, work out their destinies during a duck- 
hunting episode. Hard to classify and to summarize, easy to read, 
and impossible to put aside. 


Parrish, Anne. And Have Not Love. 1954. 305p. Harper, $3.50. 

The source of the title, Of course, is obvious--St, Paul's chapter 
on charity, found in I Corinthians. Clara had everything, it seemed, 
except love--and she thought she had that. Several suspected her 
shortcoming, but it took another woman to see her for what she was-- 
a greedy, self-centered woman, who was superficially lovable in the 
extreme. Anne Parrish, in her earlier novels, like THE PERENNIAL 
BACHELOR and ALL KNEELING, is still able to capture the soul of a 
woman better than any other major novelist. 





Remarque, Erich Maria. A Time to Love and a Time to Die. 1954.- 
378p. Harcourt, $3.95. : 
Ernst, a young German soldier, gets a furlough in the closing days 
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of World War II. He marries Elizabeth, a neighbor girl, who grew 
up while he was away. Their brief but touching honeymoon helps 
them discover love and each other--a time to love. Upon his return 
from a furlough, Emst is set to guard four Russian prisoners. In 
a err ese gesture, he releases them, but one of them turns on him 
and kills him--a time to die. Readers will recall parallel treat- 
ment and even instances from the author's famous novel of World War 
I, ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT. 


Rombi, Paride. Perdu. 1954. 215p. Harper, $2.75. 

A prize-winning ITtalian novel of a boy's search for the father he 
has never seen. Perdu is only seven and a half years old at the 
outset of the story. (His name, Perdu, is Sardinian dialect for 
"Peter.") For 14 years, the search goes on, despite poverty, be- 
trayal, and misunderstandings. Elemental in concept and treatment 
the story, as a story, is simple in the extreme, yet profound in its 
implications and revelations. The tragedy is not Perdu's alone; it 
is rather the ey of a people, a place, and a condition that 
cannot be improved, 








ANNOUNCEMENT OF 1954-55 YOUNG ADULT PROGRAM 





The American Heritage Project announces a new trend in the 
young adult program-="It's Our America"--for its third year of 
operation, 1954-55. In order to refine and crystallize the ex- 
perience of the first two years, the development of young adult 
groups will be concentrated in three areas, in which full support 
and close supervision will be given. An adequate budget has been 
appropriated to provide funds to be expended in those areas selected. 
These funds may be spent for materials for use in the program, for 
extra personnel needed to administer the program, for administrative 
costs, and for promotion. 


The need for personnel at the local level will be met by the 
ig Fa a of these funds to provide in each area the services of 
a librarian, skilled in work with young adults. This may be done 
either by releasing a person already in that area, by providing a 
substitute, or by hiring on a consultant basis such a specialist 
for a period of 4 to 6 months. The young adult specialist at head- 
quarters will conduct training sessions for discussion leaders, 
assist the local project director, and co-ordinate the findings in 
all three areas, 


_The emphasis on out-of-school young adults of 17 and over will 
continue to stimulate the effort on this frontier so vital to both 
libraries and other fields of adult education, The three areas 
selected will be able to build on the experience accrued in the 
initial experiments in Albuquerque and Indianapolis and in the 
twenty widely scattered and diverse groups which have developed dur- 
ing this current year. 


_ Public libraries other than those selected for the demonstra- 
tion areas, while not eligible for funds, will have available to 
them all ae, gee or printed materials issued by the project 
office, as well as advice and assistance through correspondence 


(Continued on p. 145) 
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BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PH)PLE 
Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 








For Younger Children 








ahaa Janice. In Came Horace. 1954. 32p. Illus. Lippincott, 


"Two 'nice happy little old people’ were always saying that they 
had every mo thing they needed... The fun of this little black 
and white picture book lies in its spirited style, in the way the 
cat's fury grows with each awe with a dog, and in the clever 
integration of pictures with the text, done in calligraphy by the 
artist." NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE. To read aloud to five- and six- 
year-olds and for the beginning reader. 


Boyle, Joyce. Susan's Special Summer. 1954. 96p. Illus. 
Abingdon, $1.507 
"Her parents thought that five-year-old Susan should have a very 

special summer to remember before she became a big sister, so she 

had a happy summer playing at the beach and in the park, with the 
companionship of little friends and her parents. Third- and fourth- 

ee girls will enjoy reading this pg egg A a Juanita 
alker, Superior Public Library, in LIBRARY JOU 


es Circus Surprise. 1954. 28p. Illus. Knopf, 








Bapons: | and Sue hadn't enough money between them to see the circus, 
nor could they borrow it. But,when they found the little performing 
bear and returned him, they were given the best seats in the tent. 
All children like circus books, and this will be no exception. 

Seven= and eight-year-olds will read it for themselves. Recommended 
for 5-8-year-olds." Juanita Walker, Superior Public Library, in 
LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


Carlson, Natalie — - Alphonse, That Bearded One. 1954. ‘T8p. 
Illus. Harcourt, $2.50. 

"Alphonse, the bear trained as a soldier so that his master would 
escape conscription, makes the most unusual and ade greg hero 
in many a day. He brings us a tall tale of the French wars with the 
Indians, a bear's-eye view, in a short, big-type book, with superbly 
funny pictures. It makes hilarious reading for be 1. readers 
and fine material for storytellers." NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE. The 
Spring Festival Award Book for children 4 to 8. 


Coe, Lloyd. Boku and the Sound, 1954. 30p. Illus. Crowell, $2. 
"{ colorful-picture DOOk of a chimpanzee and his friends as they 

search for the source of a beautiful sound, which turns out to be 

an African drum. They ask the elephant, the lion, and the marabou 

bird whether they make the sound, but their voices are not beautiful. 

The a is slight but pleasant. Recommended for 5-7-year-olds." 

Juanita Walker, Superior Public Library, in LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


Colonius, Lillian. At the Library. At the Bakery. At the Post 
Office. At the 200. Kt THe-Har Eee. aes Tport. 724p. 1ilus. 
NeImont, $I.25 each. ‘ 
This group of excellent supplementary readers, with simple 
vocabulary, illustrated with photographs, and in large, clear type 
are the first titles published by the new Melmont Publishers, Inc. 
Claire Nolte's Wisconsin friends will be interested since she is 
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now children's editor for this publishing company. The books are 
found in a library binding of washable book cloth, with full 
laminated, photographic covers. Exclusive distributor: Cari Je 
Leibel, 5639 Melrose Ave.e, Los Angeles. 


peseneeeh, Alice. The Courage of Sarah Noble. 1954. 54p. Illus. 
cribner, ° 

Based on a true story of a real, little girl, Sarah Noble, who 
came, in 1707, to cook for her father while he built the first 
house in New Milford, Connecticut, this introduction to pioneer 
life for small children has both literary and psychological value, 
Sarah is fearful, but she keeps her fears to herself; her inner 
voice keeps saying, "Keep up your courage." Large type. Grades 
3-5. Junior Literary Guild. 





Elkin, Benjamin. The Loudest Noise in the World. 1954. 64p. 
Illus. Viking, $2750; 

James Daugherty's vigorous pictures illustrate a picture-story 
text that tells a modern fable of a tow proud of its noise. How 
the plan to give the young prince of the town the loudest noise in 
the world misfired--and silence resulted--makes humorous reading 
for the youngest set. Ages 4-6. Junior Literary Guild, 





Be, Virginia. Away Went Wolfgang. 1954. 32p. Illus. Scribner, 





The author-artist, an American librarian working in Austria, whose 
first position was in the Art Department and children's room of the 
Milwaukee Public Library, has written and illustrated an original 
picture book with a true folk-tale flavor. Wolfgang, a large, ex- 
citable, well intentioned but irresponsible dog, attempts to hold 
a job, and the solution to his problem is told in gay, peasant 
drawings in scarlet, yellow, and black and in a fresh, humorous 
text. Ages 4-8, 


Miner, Irene. The True Book of Policemen and Firemen. 1954. 47p. 
Illus. Children’s Press, $2. 

This true account of the way policemen and firemen are trained 
and the work they do is an excellent beginning reading book, with 
its large type, colorful illustrations, and primer text. 





Sauer, Julia Lina. Mike's House. 1954. 32p. Illus. Viking, 





A delightful picture book of four-year-old Robert, who always 
attended the picture-story hour at the public library, where his 
favorite book was MIKE MULLIGAN AND THE STEAM SHOVEL. One snowy 
day, when Robert got lost on his way to the library, a young 
policeman helped him find Mike's house. Don Freeman's drawings, 
in soft maroon and gray, are a perfect complement to the story. 
Ages 4-6. Junior Literary Guild, 


Tripp, Edward. The Tin Fiddle. 1954, 38p, Illus. Oxford, $2. 
"This gentle, Tittle tale, about a very small boy whose toy 
fiddle drives away the family and then every animal to whom he 
plays it,.has an appeal to youngsters under six which may surprise 
YOUscee bur judges felt that, tReal enchantment results here from 
an ideal combination of text and pictures, Both have grace, charm, 
subtlety, and a sort of wistfulness. It is really a distinguished 
picture hook for ages under six or seven.'" NEW YORK HERALD 
TRIBUNE. An Honor Book in the Spring Festival. 
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For Older Boys and Girls 


Ames, Evelyn. My Brother Bird. 1954, 125p. Illus. Dodd, $2.75. 
"Unusual, true bird story about a pissee who adapted himself to a 


family's ways in city and country. ality of writing more important 
than story. For some children of ten and up and for many adults." 
NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE. A good family reading=aloud book, listed 
as one of the Spring Festival Honor Books for children 8 to 12. 


Benary-Isbert, Margot. The Shooting Star. 1954. 118p. Illus. 
Harcourt, $2.5, 

"Authentic Swiss mountain atmosphere and a happy portrayal of | 
day-to-day activities distinguish this story of a little German girl 
and the friends she makes while on a visit to Arosa. Skiing lessons, 
working with a neighborhood boy, discovering a lovable donkey, and 
learning about stars and birds all contribute to nine-year-old 
Annegret's retum to health and provide good reading for little girls 
not yet ready for the author's deeper, more substantial story, THE 
ARK."" Virginia Haviland, in LIBRARY JOURNAL. Grades 4-6. 


Binns, Archie. Sea Pup. 1954, 215p. Illus. Little, $2.50. 
"Puget Sound foFHs-@ Fascinating background for this story of 
fourteen-year-old Clint, who loves the sea and hopes to become an 
Oceanographer. A baby seal becomes his pet and 'the best friend 
he ever had, closest Yo the mysteries he wanted to explore.’ Plot 
is concerned with the lovable Buster and Clint's efforts to repair 
his damage and to keep him as a pet. An excellent story, contain- 
ing humor, adventure, and excellent characterization." farian Herr, 
in LIBRARY JOURNAL. Grades 4-6. Junior Literary Guild. 


estan, Sonia. The Seminole Indians. 1954. 156p. Illus. Meeree 











This seventh volume in the author's series of books on North 
American Indians is the story of the Creek Indians of Alabama and 
Georgia and how they came to be called Seminole, how they lived, 
the Seuinole Wars the removal of the tribe to the land west of the 
a and the way in which the Florida Seminole live today. 
rades =le 


Bolton, Mimi. Merry-Go-Round Family. 1954. 245p. Illus. Coward, 





The author writes from firsthand experience in recounting the 
adventures of the Turner family, who buy a ogo eg and travel 
a circuit of fairs and resorts in Wisconsin in 1910, This eventful 
summer for 10-year-old Marie and her special horse on the whirligig 
will appeal to nine-, ten-, and eleven-year-old girls. Junior 
Literary Guild. 





Carlson, Bernice Wells. Fun for Qne--or Two. 1954. 159p. Illus. 
Abingdon, $2; paper, $1.35. 793 

The author 's experiences as a Brownie Scout leader, as a dramatics 
club director, and as a camp counselor have been drawn upon for ~ 
this collection of two hundred activities for boys and girls, suit- 
able for one or two children. Games, holiday handicraft, puppets, 
scrapbooks, sewing, carpentry, and costumes for make-believe are 
some of the areas covered. 


Colby, Carroll B, First Rifle (How to Shoot it Straight and Use it 

Safed: ). 1954, 48p.  IITus. Coward-Mccann, $2. 623.44 
"Through excellent drawings on every page and brief, graphic text, 

the author, who is hunter safety instructor for the Conservation De- 











142 


partment of the State of New York and the National Rifle Association, 
instructs the novice in the handling and care of the rifle. Various 
rifles, rifle action, ammunition, shooting positions...and care of 
the rifle are discussed, safety and sportsmanship are stressed, and 
riflemen's terms, code of safety, and rifle manufacturers are 
included." BOOKLIST. Grades 5 and up. 


Cutler, Katherine N. Junior Flower Arranging. 1954. 179p. Illus. 
Barrows, $2.95. 635.96 

Basic principles of flower arrangement; directions for selecting, 
keeping, and arranging flowers; and advice on preparing exhibits 
for shows are all covered in Part I of this book. Some related 
activites, such as flower arranging for festive occasions, nature 
we for parties, and junior gardens are covered in Part II. Part 
II is directed to adults, to assist them in planning junior shows, 
Grades 4-8. 





Eager, Edward. Half magi ce 1954, 217p. Illus. Harcourt, $2.75. 
n ingenious, modern fantasy in which four, eos E. Nesbit fans 

of some thirty years ago find a magic coin with the strange power 

of — half-wishes. Their adventures in time and space, through 

the present and the past, have a satisfying variety and sufficient 

surprise and laughter to make a book that children will want to read 

at one sitting. It may even lead to reading TREASURE SEEKERS and 


the other Nesbit tales. Grades 4-6, 


Kohler, Julilly H. "Crazy as You LookJ" 1954, 120p. Illus. 

Knopf, $2.50. 
A small town in Kentucky, the year 1915, is the scene of this 

most readable story, reminiscent of the author's own childhood. 

Both the little girl, Mary Lizbeth, and her grandmama's colored 

hired man, Lyssus, are worth knowing, and "The Rain Prayer Meeting" 

ea eg — make good reading aloud as an introduction to the story. 

Grades 4-6, 


a a Meridel. The River Road. 1954. 175p. Illus. ate 








e e 

Down the Ohio and the Mississippi, the river road to New Orleans, 
young Abe Lincoln and Allan Gentry took a raft loaded with pork, 
flour, and sundries for Allan's father, Mr. Gentry, the ower of the 
store where Abe Lincoln clerked in Pigeon Creek. The author has 
admirably told, with an interesting quality of frontier vernacular, 
Abe's reactions to what he saw and their effect on his character 
and later achievements. Grades 5-8, 


NanKivell, Joice M. Tales of Christophilos, 1954, 119p. Illus. 
Houghton, $2.50, 
A Spring Book Festival Honor Book, 5 oars. af ong io in 
tales of a Greek boy in a very poor village at the foot of Mt. 
Athos, Unusual picture of life in a far place, including good 
storytelling material. Should be widely introduced; children not 
oot to be drawn by its title." NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE. Grades 


Payne, Joan Balfour, The Piebald Princess. 1954. 80p. Illus. 

Ariel, $2.75. 
"Here is a story that will demand prs for it is exceptional- 

ly original and full of fun, both in text and drawings. Each of the 

characters is an individual, in the unique setting of a cranberry 

=, Sage Boston Town of mg i oe ship days. Chief among these are 

Molly Pippin, an admirable little witch; her companion-housekeeper, 
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Ability; and their vaporish new house guest, a princess of a cat 
from Siam, who had learned excellent English 'from an English lady 
named Anna.'" HORN BOOK. 


Re “aes Barbara $2080. Hamlet and Browmswiggle. 1954. 203p. 





Tilus,. cribner, $2.50. 
"Two lively hamsters contribute a great deal of fun and interest 

to Ricky, the middle child of a bag likable family, and, incidental- 

ly, do mich to increase his sense of responsibility. Middle-size 

boys will enjoy this story, written by a Wisconsin author, whose 

own children are personally acquainted with hamsters. Recommended 

oe oa library." K. J. Middleton. Grades 4-6. Junior Literary 

uLIds 


Rushmore, Helen. Ghost Cat. 1954, 150p. Illus. Harcourt, $2.50, 

"Family activities are stressed in this story of an Ozark girl and 
her pet. Ten-year-old Glory, while trying to prove to her older 
brother that there are no ghosts, finds a white cat. Mother insists 
that vk. are bad luck, until the cat leads the way to the lost 
twins. It is the cat, too, who makes possible the children's im- 
portant gift to Granny... Recommended for Grades 4-6." Florence 
Hensey, Wausau Public Library, in LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


giesne? William 0. Winter Danger. 1954. 183p. Illus. Harcourt, 

Eleven-year-old Caje's Pa was a "woodsy," living off the forest, 
but the boy wanted the security of a home, the warmth of a fire, 
and sufficient food. His stay with his kinfolks would have made 
him happy except for his dislike of being "beholden" and a burden 
in a winter of bitter cold and dwindling food supply. The boy's 
eventual understanding of sharing and the intensity with which the 
author makes his reader feel the cold, wet, and gnawing hunger make 
an outstanding frontier story. The Spring Festival Award Book for 
children 8 to 12. 





Tor, Regina. Getting to Know Germany. 1954. 64p. Illus. Coward- 
McCann, $2.50, 914.3 
A useful introduction to contemporary German life--its folk 
festivals, costumes, and customs, as well as German history and 
gocgraniy « Written in a very readable style and illustrated with 
——. re drawings by the author-artist of GETTING TO KNOW KOREA. 
radeS 40. 





im, Herbert Spencer. Dinosaurs. 1954. 64p. Illus. Morrow 
2 a 568.19 


eee how the story of dinosaurs has been pieced bes hha by 
scientists, describes the different kinds of dinosaurs and how 
they lived, shows how they changed through the Age of Reptiles, and 
advances theories on why dinosaurs became extinct. Clear text; 
yo se drawings on every page. Large print." BOOKLIST. Grades 


For Young People 








Baumann, Hans. The Caves of the Great Hunters. 1954, 159p, I1- 
lus. Pantheon, $3. S71 
Here is the true story of four French boys (and the dog Robot), 
who in 1940 had the thrill of finding the now famous Lascaux Cave, 

where they also found great treasures of prehistoric art. The 
animals the boys saw, paintings from other caves, drawings of ice=- 
age tools and weapons, and a clear map of the cave region of France 
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illustrate the book, which is a beautiful example of bookmaking. 
Grades 6-9. 


Blunden, Godfrey. The Land and People of Australia. 1954. 128p. 
Illus. Lippincott, ae 994 

This latest title the Portraits of the Nations series describes 
the country, its people and plants, and animals native to it and 
traces the development of the great island continent from the days 
of discovery and exploration to the present. It is illustrated 
with a map and photographs. Grades 7-9, 


Coolidge, Olivia E. Egyptian Adventures. 1954. 209p, Illus. 
Houghton, $3, 932 

A collection of short stories based on life in Egypt more than 
3,000 years ago that reflect the ay aspects of the daily life and 
religious beliefs of Egyptians of all sorts--peasants, rulers, 
ee ship captains, and children. All the stories were inspired, 
he author says, "by something which the Egyptians have left us. As 
I thought about Egypt, I realized that its best stories were expressed 
not in words, but in countless paintings, because the best of these 
were really about life." Grades 7-9. 








Dodge, Bertha S. The Story of Nursing. 1954. 243p. Illus. 
Little, $3. 610.73 
"An interesting, very readable, and informative account of the 

history of the nursing profession and of some of the fields of 
nursing that are open to girls and women of today, together with 
brief sketches of some of the outstanding women nurses, past and 
present.ee.e The book will make an excellent addition to collections 
of vocational guidance material and will provide girls with a much 
more salutary introduction to the field than they will get from 
career fiction on the same subject." BULLETIN OF THE CHILDREN'S 
ROOK CENTER, University of Chicago Library. Junior and senior 
high school. 


Harnett, Cynthia. The Drawbridge Gate. 1954. 250p. Illus. 
Putnam, $3, 
Fifteenth century London is the background for this tale of young 
Dickon, a mercer apprentice; his brother, who is on his way to being 

an apothecary } and the small sister, Nan, who stays at home with 
their grandfather, a master grocer, All three are involved in the 
hunting out of the Lollard conspirators against Henry V. Action- 
loving junior —— readers will enjoy the hunt for traitors and 
the vivid and authentic portrayal of apprentice life. 


Ley, Willy. Engineers' Dreams. 1954, 239p. Viking, $3.50. 620 
ese engineers" dreams are like many inventors' dreams except 
for one thing--these engineers' dreams are things that can be done. 
And the reasons they can be done but won't be done are several: 

too expensive, not yet needed, out of date, political boundaries. 
For instance: a tunnel under the English Channel, a raft in mid- 
Atlantic, flooding Palestine, the tamed volcano, and power from the 
sun. Fascinating reading for the young science reader or the adult, 
for that matter, provided that older one remembers Jules Verne. 

The Spring Festival Award Book for older boys and girls. 











Pace, Mildred Mastin. Home is Where the Heart is. 1954. 191p. 
Whitttese » $2.00. ; 

"A fresh story of Kentucky mountain life, with a well handled 
theme and plot. It opens with the arresting situation of mother- 
less Brady being 'given away' by her shiftless father to the more 
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prosperous household of Judge Marston... The author uses with 
naturalness the plain, picturesque a of ballad-singing 
people and provides immediately a vivid atmosphere of pioneer 
ee living. The main action concerns settlement of 
a shooting incident, but this is balanced by abundant details 
of women's rustic duties and the introduction of romance." 
HORN BOOK. Grades 7-9. 


Pfaender, Ann McLelland. ‘Miss Library Lady." 1954. 184p. 
Messner, $2.50. 
library school graduate's first on-the-job experiences as 

children's librarian in a small branch library in the Northwst 
and in a ge og | in the Hawaiian Islands. The writing is self- 
conscious, the book idealistic and bristling with cliches 
literary allusions, and quotations, and the romance artificial, 
but the enthusiasm for and various phases of library work with 
children are there. Acceptable because it is perhaps a little 
ot Fag than existing material on the subject." BOOKLIST. Grades 
wLVe 


Sterling, Dorothy. Freedom Train. 1954. 191p. Illus. Rect eters 








° e 

An excellent and dramatic telling of the life of Harriet Tubman, 
the American "Moses" of her people, who, after escaping from slavery, 
herself went down to carry her ensiaved people to freedom over the 
Underground Railroad; acted as a scout, nurse, and spy for the 
Union Army; and spent her last years working for the advancement 
of her race. Supplements Hildegarde Swift's RAILROAD TO FREEDOM. 


Tunis, John Roberts. Go, Team, GoJ 1954, 215p. Morrow, $2.75. 

"4 first-rate high School basketball story, which combines breath- 
less baseball action with a tense situation deriving from an over= 
confident varsity team who indignantly resign when temporarily re= 
placed for breaking training and gambling, a coach who refuses to 
compromise or resign despite pressure, an inexperienced pinch 
hitting B team now in caieuetet thon for the state championship, and 
the oi i fans of a basketball-crazy Hoosier town." BOOKLIST. 
Grades 7-9. 








(Continued from p. 138) 


from the young adult specialist. Continued attention will also be 
given to involving individual young adults in all American Heritage 
groups. 


One of the important criteria for selection of a young adult 
area will be the "adventurous spirit, an enthusiasm for service in 
a commmity, and a conviction of the need to involve the older 
adolescent and young adult in the civic life of that commumity." 
Libraries now apnectnne the adult program of American Heritage dis- 
cussion, as well as those without experience in the project, are 
eligible to apply. 
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